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RE: Minor Use Permit/Coastal Development Permit (DRC2012-00012) 

 

Dear Board of Supervisors, 

We wanted to write this letter to address concerns with the Minor Use Permit process as 

applied to our efforts to obtain a vacation rental license.   

 Here are some important issues. Our house is one of 3 detached residences sharing a common easement. They are not in a gated community and there’s no HOA. Thousands of 

visitors park their cars on San Luis Street during the summer months and traffic is common. 

Most of the owners in Avila, including the appellants, use their residences as second homes 

so they are, in fact, vacationers. If you were to carefully observe the activities at a house that 

is rented as a vacation rental and compare them with those taking place at an owner 

occupied second home they would be difficult to distinguish. Management firms often find 

owners create more behavioral problems than vacation renters. Vacation rentals seldom 

achieve more than 30-40% occupancy, remaining vacant much of the balance of the year.  

Avila Beach is a high profile destination, with events such as the Amgen Tour, creating 

increased demand for visitor serving lodging. Traditional development such as Harbor 

Terrace and a new RV Park contributes traffic, noise and parking issues that are all 

associated with a greatly expanded carbon footprint. Residential vacation rentals actually 

act to better sustain the coastal character of historic towns than most commercial projects. 

The ability of local municipalities to meet AB 32 standards by 2020 through implementation 

of Climate Action Plans may be compromised by traditional sources of visitor serving 

lodging tied to commercial development.   

The position of the Coastal Commission on vacation rentals has evolved since they approved 

the County of San Luis Obispo vacation rental ordinance in 2003. Their recent response to 

efforts by Pismo Beach to satisfy visitor serving lodging through hotel/motel rooms 

epitomizes this change.   

We have patiently followed the MUP licensing process for vacation rentals in San Luis 

County, even though the revised vacation rental ordinance soon to be reviewed by the 

Coastal Commission, changes licensing to a ministerial approval.  In fact the conditions 

applied to our MUP go beyond those set forth by the revised ordinance that the Board voted 

to approve for Cayucos, Cambria and Avila last April.  Finally, we have confidence in the 

ability of our management firm, Beach Bum Rentals, to provide the quality supervision our 

house and the community deserves.    

I urge you to review the recent Staff Report and consider the recommendations of the MUP 

Hearing Officer, then vote to deny the appeal.   

 

Sincerely, The Graham’s 
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